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and initiative, be developed. The Suggestions
issued by the Prussian Ministry of Education also
draw attention to the fact that the great purpose
of activity instruction is 'to bridge the natural gap
between the acquisition of definite knowledge,
without which higher intellectual activity is not
possible, and the acquisition of the ability to do
independent work, without which knowledge
remains unproductive'.1 In accordance with the
principle of self-activity, great stress is laid in
German secondary schools on home work, inde-
pendent reading, free discussions among the
pupils in the class, drawing, practical work in
science, manual activities of the pupils in con-
nection with geography and, above all educational
excursions.
(4) The Free Activity Group ('Arbeitsge-
meinschaft'). The Free Activity Group is an ad-
junct to regular school work, its aim being to give
the pupils of the upper section extended oppor-
tunities of doing independent work in subjects
which appeal to them most. A group of twelve
to fifteen pupils is formed for the study of a sub-
ject in which they are especially interested. A
project is chalked out beforehand, on which the
students work together on their own initiative
once a fortnight outside the usual school hours.
The teacher acts as helper and critic, suggesting
new lines of thought, books of reference, etc.
1 Vide   The   Reorganisation ,<?/  Education in  Prussia  by   L   L.
Kaftdel and Thomas Alexander, p. 319.